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St. Andrew’s United Church (Williams Lake)  

August 22, 2021 

Worship & the Lord’s Supper 

(Zoom & Email) 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

Welcome & Land Acknowledgement 

 

  In the power of the Creator, 

  in the peace of the Redeemer, 

  in the presence of the Spirit, 

  we welcome you. 
      (A Celtic Welcome) 

 

Welcome to the gathering of the family of Jesus.  

 

We acknowledge that we gather on land that has been walked on and lived on for thousands of years by people 

of the First Nations.  

 

We acknowledge that we live and worship on lands which are the unceded, traditional territory of the 

Secwépemc Nation (Shuswap Nation) and the T’exelc People (Williams Lake First Nation).  

 

With humility and respect we give thanks that we are here in touch with Creator who made it and made us.  

 

May our worship reflect our humility, respect, and gratitude. 

 
Written by Peter Chynoweth. Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 37. 

Used with permission. 

Also incorporating elements of the Williams Lake Social Planning Council’s 

Acknowledgement of the Territory. 

 
In the name of Jesus, who is alive in each of us, peace to you. 

 

 

We centre and ground ourselves for worship 

 

Invitation to take and release three slow, deep breaths 

and allow the space you’re in to become worship space for this time, 

to ground and center ourselves for worship. 

 
Written by Susan Lukey. Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Lent/Easter 2021, page 29.  

Used with permission. 

Hymn – Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary                                                                          MV 18  

 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
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There once was a man who did the most amazing things and said the most wonderful things. Many people 

followed him and listened to him teach. One day, someone asked him, “who are you?” and he said, “I am the 

light.” 

 

The Christ Candle is lit.                   

 

 

Call to Worship 

 

One: We are called, 

All: each and every one: 

One: each human being, 

All: every one of us. 

One: We are called 

All: by Creator, 

One: called to listen to Holy Wisdom, 

All: called to recognize goodness 

One: wherever and whenever it makes its epiphany, 

All: wherever and whenever Love appears. 

 
Written by Suzanne Edgar. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2015,  page 28. 

Used with permission. 

 

One: Come, people of God, 

 for you have great power: 

All: power to love or not love, 

One: power to live faithfully or not, 

All: power to centre on self or God. 

One: Let us worship God 

 so our use of our power 

 draws us ever deeper into Christ’s Love. 
 

 
Written by Betty Lynn Schwab.  

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2015, page 27. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

 

Opening Prayer  

 

One: O God, hear our prayer. 

All: And speak to our hearts. 

One: In times of joy and times of grief, 

All: be with us, O God. 

One: In times of hunger and times of fullness, 

All: be with us, O God. 

One: In times of fear and in times of strength, 

All: be with us, O God. 

One: In times of loneliness and in times of community, 
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All: be with us, O God. 

 Remind us of your love. 

 Remind us of your grace. 

 Remind us that you are always with us, 

 now and forever. Amen 

 
Written by Richard Bott. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2015, page 32. 

Used with permission. 

 

Bless us in this time together, 

that we might have 

open hearts, 

open spirits, 

and open lives. 

In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 

 

 
Written by Richard Bott. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 45. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

 

Hymn – Shall we gather at the river                                                                                    VU 710 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 

Dear God, 

we confess that we have not always listened to the 

Holy Spirit. We hear that little voice telling us what 

we need to do. Then we get busy, we forget, we 

ignore, we are complacent. 

Forgive our sins of omission. Forgive all the times 

we have not made that phone call or that visit. 

Forgive all the times we have been so wrapped up 

in our own lives that we have failed to be aware of 

the needs of our neighbour. 

We are afraid to have the world hate us. 

We are afraid to go against popular opinion. 

We are afraid to follow Jusus’ example of standing 

up for those who are disenfranchised, oppressed, 

and seeking truth. 

We have failed to love Jesus’ commandment. 

We have failed to love others as you love us. 

Yet your Holy Spirit comes to us, calls us, and 

guides us even when we have failed to respond. 

For this we are truly sorry. 

We open our hearts once again to your Spirit. 
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(a time of silent prayer) 

 
Written by Tricia Challoner. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 31. 

Used with permission. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

This is the good news: 

The Holy Spirit came to abide in us 

and we abide in the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit inspires us. 

The Holy Spirit never gives up on us. 

We are a forgiven and cherished people. 

Thanks be to God. 
Written by Tricia Challoner. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 31. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11), 22-30, 41-43   

Psalm 84 –                                                                                                                 VU pp.800-801 

Ephesians 6:10-20   

John 6:56-69   

 

Hymn – As the deer pants for the water                                                                                 VU 766 

 

 

Sermon –  

 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

 

According to tradition, Paul wrote what became the Book of Ephesians from jail in Rome. Unlike many of his 

other letters which are written to specific individuals or churches to correct errors, offer encouragement, or to 

teach, this one is a “circular” written to “God’s holy people in Ephesus” where Paul had established a ministry – 

a ministry that was holding its own, by all accounts; the longest ministry in one place Ephesus was a center of 

population on a major trade route, its economy was commercial. It was a port city, the “Gateway to Asia.” 

Some scholars have called or described the Book of Ephesians as the “high road of New Testament revelation.” 

New Testament scholar, NT Wright, holds the book in high regard saying, “it offers a breathtaking view of the 

entire landscape.” Still other scholars suggest that while Ephesians is written in the tradition of Paul, it wasn’t 

written by him. 

 

Whether Paul wrote it himself, or someone else wrote in the style of Paul, it’s clear all was pretty much well in 

Ephesus and the author of the circulars was writing to stay in touch with the people and the ministry. 
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In many ways, Ephesians 6:10-20 functions as a rousing conclusion to the entire letter in which Christians are 

being called to arms for a battle in which they are pitted against all spiritual forces of evil. The victory is already 

won, though, in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. Still, Paul notes – and exhorts – that evil is still 

present. To quote one commentator, (workingpreacher.org, accessed 19 August 2021) Richard Carlson, while 

the  

 

“ultimate divine victory is not in any doubt, the spiritual forces of evil have not gone gently into that 

good night. The devil, allied with all the evil powers of darkness continue to scheme against God. […] 

[This text stands as a climactic call to arms in order that Christians are properly equipped in preparation 

for the ensuing cosmic battle against all that stands against God….” 

 

The combative tone and militaristic language lands uncomfortably in our ears. Still and nevertheless, according 

to Carlson and others, it makes several significant theological points: 

 

1. in the armed struggle with evil, the saints are on the defensive, not the offensive – the call is to stand 

firm and withstand the attacks of evil; 

2. the text takes seriously not only that evil exists, but that forces of evil target and seek to overthrow the 

people of God – whether one understands evil to be a malevolent cosmic force or systemic powers of 

racism, nationalism, and so on; and that 

3. the community is not in the fight alone or dependent only on itself – the resources of resistance are given 

to the community by God. 

 

The equipment to be used in defence are not instruments of destruction – but rather gear that builds up 

community and equip for ministry: 

 

• the belt of truth – speak the truth in love; 

• the breastplate of righteousness – remember who you are and whose you are, made in the likeness of 

God;  

• shield and helmet – God’s people have been saved by grace; and 

• prayer – persistence in prayer as a hallmark of trusting God’s care and not relying singularly on our own 

abilities – plus we are linked together a members of the body of Christ. 

 

 

In Jesus’ time people would have seen armed soldiers all the time – controlling, enforcing, representing an 

occupying force… 

 

… quite a contrast to soldiers welcoming residents home after the evacuations in 2017, or those bearing picks, 

shovels, and hoses fighting fire alongside civilian wildfire fighters this fire season…. 

 

What does “armour” conjure up in your mind?  

 

Guns? Tanks? Bombs? 
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For me, with all the current news of and from Afghanistan when I think of armour it triggers memories – I was 

a chaplain in Ottawa when Canadians were fighting in Afghanistan – I didn’t go to Afghanistan but I worked 

with those who did, and ministered to soldiers from Petawawa and their families …. 

 

In these days when I think of armour, I think of body armour – frag vests and tactical vests, helmets, desert 

bruised boots, ballistic eyewear to protect eyes from dirt, sand, sun, all manner of projectiles…. I think of the 

defensive armour, armour designed and intended to protect. 

 

I also think of desert sand that got into everything and is still in everything that was in and came home from 

Afghanistan, but that’s another story. 

 

Paul’s take on defensive body armour… 

 

Paul would have us wrap ourselves in truth – belt; 

protect ourselves by doing what is right – breastplate; 

know that God is with us – helmet; and 

trust God’s way will prevail – shield and sword; and 

shoes – to help us get out there and share God’s love and peace… 

 

Paul’s message isn’t about offensive, weaponized or weapon-izing armour, his message is different. He 

suggests that by putting on the armour of God, by immersing ourselves in faith, in God’s love, the love of God 

will prevail…. 

 

It could be the news of the day in these dog days of summer skews my perspective and my memory, but when I 

think about what that means in 2021, in my life as a United Church minister and as a former chaplain, I 

remember brother and sister UCC clergy who served in Afghanistan, including: 

 

Dan Gilroy, Harry Crawford, Angela James Follick, Jim Short, Shaun Yaskiw, Neil Parker, Laurelle Callaghan, 

and Leslie Dawson – who was on Rotation 0; 

 

Anglican sisters and brothers, including – Bev Kean-Newhook, Michelle Staples, Dennis Newhook, Steele 

Lazerte, Maude Parsons-Horst; and aMuslim brother, Iman Suleyman Demiray. 

 

All them wore Canadian Armed Forces body armour AND the armour Paul described – and all of them did the 

kind of work Paul was talking about. None of them carried offensive weapons – rather, all of them held the 

hands of those who did, walking with, praying with, crying with, laughing with, sharing hardships and joy – 

together.  

 

I think Paul and Canada’s Afghanistan veterans would agree on this absolute truth – that together we can make 

the world a place of love and peace; and ‘part B’ of that truth which is the work of doing that is hard and 

ongoing, we have to keep at it; and maybe ‘part C’ that when dealing with a bully – do it together. 
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What does Paul’s message mean to us in our lives today?  

 

It means we are equipped to do the work we’re called to do – to show and share the grace and love of God to all 

God’s people.  

 

May we use the tools God gives us in the service of love. 

 

Amen.  

 

 

Offering Prayer 

 

Take what we offer this morning, O God: 

Take our caring four our neighbours from a distance; 

take our phone calls, texts, and social media greetings wit our families; 

take our action of staying home and social distancing; 

take our action of being out and about, gathering responsibly and respectfully; 

take all we off this morning in work, in action, and in donation, 

blessing us and our giving in Jesus’ name. 

 
Written by Gord Dunbar. Adapted by Nancy Colton.  

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 51. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

Dear God, 

we live in a world that does not listen for the Holy Spirit. 

We live in a world that is troubled, 

 a world of terrorism, sexism, and racism, 

 a world of fear, scarcity, and violence, 

 a world of abuse, addiction, and abandonment. 

The Holy Spirit tells us to love others as you love us. 

We pray for the courage to show others we love them. 

The Holy Spirit tells us that the world will hate us. 

We pray for the integrity to defy the world’s values. 

The Holy Spirit tells us to give unselfishly. 

We pray for the strength to deny ourselves for the good of others. 

The Holy Spirit is God’s presence in us. 

We are God’s presence in the world. 

May we bring God’s peace and comfort 

 to those who are sick or in hospital, 

 to those who are mourning loss, 

 to those who are lonely or depressed, 

 to those we name aloud or in our hearts. 

 

(a time of silence) 
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May others know we are disciples of Jesus by our love of neighbour. 

May we offer God’s love, compassion, and grace to all. 

May the Holy Spirit inspire us to live Christ’s Commandment. 

Amen. 

 
Written by Tricia Challoner. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 31. 

Used with permission. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Life and Work of our Congregation* 

 

(see the end of the document for the announcements) 

 

Hymn – God of grace and God of glory                                                                               VU 686 

 

 

Commissioning & Benediction 

 

“The world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for anything but love.”  (William Sloane Coffin)  

 

Remember, too, that “life is short and we have never too much time for gladdening the hearts of those who are 

travelling the way with us. So be swift to love, make haste to be kind. (Henri-Frederic Amiel) 

 

Go from our time together this morning 

filled with God’s abundant hope and love. 
 

 

As you return to the world, know that God remembers you, 

God gathers and upholds you,  

God sends you out equipped to share God’s hope and love.  

 

Go in peace. Go in grace. 
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Sung Amen                                                                                                                           VU 974 

 

 

+ + + + + + + ++ + + + + ++ + + + +  

 

 

 

 

 

The Life and Work of our Congregation* 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  

 

Thank you for continuing to support St. Andrew’s with your offering and PAR. We do appreciate your 

support for the ongoing work of the church. 

 

Healing Pathway meditation and healing sessions – will be offered via Zoom on Tuesday, August 24 at 11:00 

am. Call Brenda at 250 392-6428, for an appointment and to receive the link. 

 

In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary – begins on September 12, 2021. The Worship Committee will let 

everyone know how that’s going to work later this month. 

 

Shared Ministry (Quarterly) Committee – will hold its first meeting on Tuesday by Zoom. Janet Whalley and 

Brenda Smith from Williams Lake will meet with Lynne Wright and one other person from Quesnel, along with 

our minister and Quesnel’s current community of faith supervisor, Rev Bob Fillier, and our Regional Minister, 

Rev Victoria Andrews. 

 

Poling place for the Federal Election – MacKinnon Hall will be a poling place on Election Day, September 

20, 2021 

 

 

 


